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New York camps

Sleep under the stars, enjoy nature 
activities and nosh on campfire favorites 
this summer—all without leaving the 
city. By Alexandra Lim-Chua Wee

Bird Walks with NYC Audubon 
Take tots along for this guided 
morning stroll, during which you 
learn how to spot and identify a 
variety of feathered friends. Explore 
the garden’s 39 acres of woodlands, 
wetlands and meadows in search 
of nearly 70 kinds of resident and 
migrating birds. Learn about their 

garden habitat, such as where they 
make their nests and where they find 
their favorite insect snacks, then use 
on-site binoculars to spy the egrets, 
robins, cardinals and ducks up close. 
à Queens Botanical Garden, 43-50 Main St (718-
886-3800, queensbotanical.org). June 3 at 9:30am; 
with garden admission free. All ages. 

Dig! Plant! Grow! Scent-
Sational Herbs 
Get your green thumbs ready for 
this garden’s popular monthly kids’ 
series, at which little hands can sow 

seeds, water tiny seedlings and dig 
through dirt as they tend to a variety 
of plants. For this herbal edition, 
children discover the wonders of 
nature and growing your own food. 
In the Family Garden, they’ll delight 
in smelling, touching and learning 
about both sweet and savory herbs, 
and then they’ll pot their own little 
herb plant to take home!
à New York Botanical Garden, 2900 Southern Blvd, 
Bronx (718-817-8700, nybg.org). June 14–July 16: 
Wed, Sat, Sun at 1:30pm; with garden admission  
free. Ages 3–12.
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Bronx Zoo Family  
Overnight Safari
Upgrade your camp game with this 
night in the wild! Pack a picnic dinner 
and your tent, and prepare for a 
night of feathered and flying meet 
and greets throughout the zoo. Lace 
up your sneakers for a time-capsule 
scavenger hunt, or dig into the lives 
of prehistoric reptiles. Kids can enjoy 
exclusive access to the Children’s 
Zoo, World of Birds and the Butterfly 
Garden. And if the smell of bacon and 
eggs doesn’t wake you up in the a.m., 
the sound of sea lions certainly will. 
Guests can even make a second day 
of it after packing up with free zoo 
admission (included in the ticket). 
à 2300 Southern Blvd, Bronx (718-220-5100, 
bronxzoo.com). June 10 4:30pm–10am; $185, 
members $175. Ages 5 and up. 

Family Camping and Deer 
Exploration Hike
This special event invites campers 
of all ages to bring their tents and 
sneak a peek at the area’s local 
white-tailed deer. Walk the park 
grounds with urban park rangers to 
learn everything about Bambi and 
his buddies, such as their ecology 
and  behaviors. Then, use this 
new knowledge to look for nearby 
evidence of deer presence, like 
hoof track.  
à Blue Heron Nature Center, 222 Poillon Ave, Staten 
Island (718-967-3542, nycgovparks.org). June 24 at 
6pm; free. All ages. 

Dig! Plant! Grow! Scent-Sational Herbs

Shell-ebrate Oysters 
Perfect for all wannabe marine biologists, this 
event’s hands-on activities aim to teach kids how 
these shelled creatures both live off and protect 
our environment. Dive into oysters’ historical 
significance to learn how they once made New 
York the oyster trading capital of the world. In 
1609, the mollusks covered more than 220,000 
acres of the Hudson River estuary!) After 
absorbing the basics of this keystone species, 
kids of all ages can pick up simple tips and 
tricks, during a variety of interactive restoration 
activities, for helping oysters have happy homes.
à Hudson River Park, Pier 25, N Moore St and the Hudson River (212-
627-2020, hudsonriverpark.org). June 4–October 15: Sun at 4pm; 
free. All ages. 
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Queens Zoo Family 
Overnight Adventure 
Assemble your tents among the 
resident puma and pronghorns at 
this annual animal event. Tour the 
zoo and its nightly sights and sounds 
on an after-hours walk spotted with 
special animal encounters. First, learn 
about the creatures that call this zoo 
home, then hear about what each 
animal likes best for dinner (don’t 
worry, it’s not you!). Make delicious 
treats for various critters, then bid 
adieu to the bobwhite quail and the 
cattle egret after an evening visit to 
the aviary before bed. When it’s time 
to rise and shine, you won’t hit snooze 

when you hear nature’s alarm 
clock: the thick-billed parrots!
à 53-51 111th St, Queens (718-271-1500, 
queenszoo.com). June 3 5pm–10am; $125, 
members $99. Ages 4 and up. 

Summer star- and 
sungazing
You don’t need to go far to 
catch a glimpse of the stars! 
Just head to this free outdoor 
celestial series (binoculars 
are welcome). Join astronomy 
pro Jason Kendall and the rest 
of the Amateur Astronomers 
Association of New York to get a 
glimpse of the galaxy through  
special on-site telescopes. Find 
your new favorite constellation on 
Saturday nights, or drop by Sunday 
afternoons and use special solar 
telescopes to safely see the sun.
à Pier I, 70th St and the Hudson River (aaa.org). 
Stargazing: June 10, July 8, Aug 12 8–11pm; 
sungazing: May 28, June 25, July 30, Aug 27, Sept 24 
1–4pm. Free. All ages. 

Weekend shows at the 
Vanderbilt Planetarium 
Settle into your seats for a journey 
through space during this science Queens Zoo Family Overnight Adventure

Summer star-and sungazing

Intrepid: Operation Slumber
Looking for an epic summer 
sleepover? BYO sleeping bags for this 
popular family event aboard the USS 
Intrepid. Parade your PJs around 
the Space Shuttle Pavilion or hop 
onto unlimited 4-D space simulator 
rides. After the flight, create your 
own galaxy or learn morse code 
in a pop-up planetarium. Parents 
will enjoy learning the story of the 
Intrepid during a short movie, tours 
and special talks. When it’s lights out, 
select your cot on the hangar deck 
and snuggle into bed just like the 
sailors used to. After breakfast, head 
home with swag bags that include  
free museum passes.
à Intrepid Sea, Air & Space Museum, Pier 86, W 46th 
and  Twelfth Ave (646-381-5010, intrepidmuseum 
.org). June 3, July 15 6pm–8am; $120. Ages 8–12. 

center’s kid-friendly shows. Opt for 
a 30-minute voyage through time 
in the visual solar sound experience 
“From Earth to the Universe,” during 
which viewers virtually visit the 
birthplace and burial grounds of the 
stars and sail through the Milky Way 
and beyond. For younger audiences, 
join Big Bird and Elmo in One World, 
One Sky as they discover they share 
the same starry sky with a friend  
in China. 
à 180 Little Neck Rd, L.I. (631-854-5579, 
vanderbiltmuseum.org). Sat, Sun at various times; 
$13, children under 12 $9, includes planetarium 
admission. All ages.
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Campfire Conversations: 
Firepower
Gather round the hearth to learn 
everything fascinating about the 
flame, from its bright history and 
mythology, down to proper lighting 
how-tos. After a workshop and a 
demo on building a campfire and, 
most importantly, a fire-safety 

session for the whole family, 
catch stories from resident tale 
teller Tammy Hall to hear about 
the the use of fire as a symbol in 
ancient legends. 
à Lefferts Historic House ( at Prospect Park), Brooklyn 
(718-965-8951, prospectpark.org). June 3 at 
6:30pm; free, R.S.V.P. recommended. All ages.  

Discover Walks: Towering Trees 
Pull on your hiking boots for this 
kid-friendly hike through the woods 
of Central Park. Learn about its leafy-
green role as a sanctuary for many 
plants, animals and even humans! 
Before embarking on the journey, 

Weekend Shows at the 
Vanderbilt Planetarium

Discovery Day at Freshkills Park 
Grab your bikes, blades and skates for this 
free open-house event at one of New York’s 
newest and largest parks, in a 700–acre 
section not yet open to the public. Wander 
over eight miles of trail-friendly paths, or  
take a guided tour of the park’s scenic hills 
and wetlands to learn how the former landfill 
grew into a superpark project. 
à Victory Blvd and W Shore Expwy, Staten Island (212-602-
5381, freshkillspark.org). June 4 at 11am; free. All ages. 

kids receive hands-on Discovery Kits 
filled with tools like junior binoculars 
and field guides for more in-depth 
exploration along the way.  
à Charles A. Dana Discovery Center, 110th St 
between Lenox and Fifth Aves (212-310-6600, 
nycgovparks.org). June 24 at 1pm; free.  
All ages.

Frog Watch hike 
Are you rrready to rrribbit? Join 
this evening park stroll to discover 
the world of amphibians up close 
as the sun sets and they start to 
trickle into view. First, walk through 
the Greenbelt Nature Center (700 
Rockland Ave, Staten Island) to get 
the lay of the land, then become a 
citizen scientist as you discover the 
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sights and sounds of frog families, 
like spring peepers, gray tree frogs, 
green frogs and American bullfrogs. 
Learn how to identify and monitor 
each critter’s unique vocal call, and 
even find out what makes a frog 
different from a toad. Don’t forget 
to bring your own headlamp or 
flashlight to help guide your—and 
maybe even a froggy friend’s!—way. 
à High Rock Park, 200 Nevada Ave, Staten Island 
(718-351-3450, sigreenbelt.org). June 7 at 8pm; free. 
Ages 8 and up. 

Nature at Night walks:  
Family Edition
Back by popular demand, this 
after-hours stroll through Prospect 
Park invites families to explore the 
mysterious urban wildlife that comes 
out at night. The two-hour event 
kicks off with animal activities at the 
Audubon Center, then heads into the 
park at twilight. Little ones should 
keep their eyes peeled and ears open 
as for the sight and sound of hanging 
bats, rummaging raccoons, ambling 
amphibians and nocturnal insects. 
à 101 East Dr, Brooklyn (718-965-8951, 
prospectpark.org). July 13 at 6pm; $10, family of four 
$35. All ages. 

burnt ends, BBQ chicken and all your 
other meaty must-haves smoked 
over maple and red oak. Kiddos will 
devour pork sandwiches topped with 
slaw, or sides of mac and cheese and 
chili. Grown-ups can wash it all down 
with Bengali Tiger and Kelso Pilsner 
are on draft and the spot also offers 
rotating seasonal cocktails. 
à 433 Third Ave, Brooklyn (347-763-2680, 
fletchersbklyn.com). Mon–Thu, 
Sun 11:30am–10pm; Fri, Sat 
11:30am–11pm. Various prices. 
All ages.

Squish Marshmallows
Feast on a few fresh takes 
of toasted classic campfire 
goodies like s’mores 
marshmallows—with 
chocolate chunks and 
graham pieces rolled into a 
gooey bite-size mallow—or 
a s’mores taco! Other treats 

include marshmallow doughnuts 
with rainbow sprinkles and a 
selection of flavored marshmallows 
like rocky road, banana pudding, 
birthday cake, blueberry waffles and 
chocolate-dipped cinnamon roll. 
à 120 St. Marks Pl (646-896-1667, 
squishmarshmallows.com). Mon–Thu, Sun 
11am–8pm; Fri, Sat 11am–9pm. Various prices. 
All ages. 

 
DISCOVER! For more fun camp ideas, visit timeout.com/new-york-kids/camps.

Alley Pond Park Adventure 
Ropes Course 
Master the basics of forest survival in this 
fun and physical team-building challenge 
for all fitness levels. Jump, climb, swing 
from and balance on ropes in a variety of 
courses including: the Broken Bridge course, 
a Mohawk walk across low tension cables, the 
Leap of Faith, a climbing wall and, of course, 
a zip line. Participants are picked by lottery, 
so don’t forget to register.
à Grand Central Pkway, Exit 23, to Winchester Blvd, Queens  
(212-639-9675, nycgovparks.org). Sun at 9:30am; free. 
Ages 8 and up. 

Fletcher’s Brooklyn Barbecue

Fletcher’s Brooklyn Barbecue 
Don’t have space to cook outdoors? 
Then come hungry to this counter-
service Gowanus eatery, where pit-
smoked barbecue is the star. Sink 
your teeth into pork ribs, brisket flat, 




